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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is : 

of «atoeB (12 or 26). a»l at Ite opposu-g end to other teBUBT (26 or U!,, 

r:r ^ (2« 3. .«e^ ^«>. - t^;^^:^ 

,-1 fnrccMitactwifli the other retainer (12), and tor 

(14) for axial movement into the sleeve (14), for coniaa wm m 
absoiWng and transmitting forces generated from such contact 

, ^^^vedairspting (10) in accordance with claim 1 wherein the re^^^) ^ving an 

surface (52) is comprised of support ribs (34, 40, 42, 44, W). 



S . ^ ,i™^„^ (m in accordance with claim 2 wherdn the support ribs are 

%5 3. An improved airqinng (lU) "» accoiuouv*. 

siibstantiaUy radially extending (42, 48). 

4. Animprovedairspnng(10)inaccordancewi* 
of concentricaUy disposednbs (34, 40, 44). 
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5 Anin,p.o«-»i.»P*8a<»"'---»"'*'^'"^ 

5. Anmipro ^ u .vH-rf bv a first ajdaUy outer suifece (52) »tach extends 

^ J ,«1 diffete^* between the .»o s»*«. bdng g..«« «.» 

surfeces by a dimension (b). /\V^(^JAmW\ ^ i 

i.^ bun^<on«. surface (52) has ... »W beigh. (H) » .ne»»d «^ 

(52) to the a^daU, tanernK^ s„*». 
80% of the retamer height {f±h 5 

7 An h..p.ovedairspnng(.(»iuaecon.ance with Claim iwh-* the »^ 
' Lpri:^.^(2«andthef,«lh.es.eL(14).c^ 
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bead ring (24) being secured between the retainer^ having an integnd bumper<»nlact surfece 
(52) and the piston ^8). 

8 Anixnproved airspring (10) in accordance with daim 1 wbeiein the retainer (26) havii»g an 
integral bun^r-contact ^ (52) is formed from a thermoplastic material havir^ a t««ile 
strength in the range of 28,0()0 to 45,()00 psi, and a flex strength in the rang^ 

. .^'^ 60,000 psi. 

9 An improved airspring (10) in accordance with claim 8 wherem the retainer (26) is 
formed from a material selected from the following group: fiberglass reinforced nylon, long 
fiber reinforced thermoplastic, and short fiber reinforced thermoplastic. 
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